
13:30 Lunch 

14:45-17:00
VI. Kabbalah in German-Jewish Culture 
Chair: George Y. Kohler (Ramat Gan)

Yossi Schwartz (Tel Aviv) 
Mysticism and Religious Anarchism: A German-Jewish 
Perspective

Christian Wiese (Frankfurt) 
Mystery and Commandment: Leo Baeck on the Dialec-
tics between “Classical Religion” and Jewish Mysticism

Amir Engel (Frankfurt) 
Gershom Scholem as the Last German Romantic

17:00 Coffee 

17:15 Concluding Remarks 

20:00 Dinner

- International Conference -

The Roads Not Taken:
Scholarly Adaptations and Appropriations 

of Kabbalah 
in the 19th and Early 20th Century 

17-19 November 2013

ORGANIZED BY

The Martin-Buber-Chair in Jewish Thought and Philosophy, 
Goethe University Frankfurt

The Goldstein-Goren International Center for Jewish Thought,
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Beer Sheva

Location
Goethe University Frankfurt

Campus Westend
Grüuneburgplatz 1

60323 Frankfurt am Main
Casino, Room 1.801

Participation in the entire conference and the 
evening lecture is free. 

No registration is required.

For further information please contact: 
Prof. Dr. Christian Wiese
Tel: 069-798-33313/-33342

Email: c.wiese@em.uni-frankfurt.de
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17:45 Coffee

18:15  Welcome/Introduction
Matthias Lutz-Bachmann 
(Vice-President, Goethe University Frankfurt)
Christian Wiese (Goethe University Frankfurt)
Boaz Huss (Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Beer Sheva)

18:45 Keynote lecture
Christoph Schulte (Potsdam)
From Isaac Luria to “Wissenschaft”: 
How Lurianic Kabbalah entered the Scholarly Discourse

Chair: Christian Wiese (Frankfurt)

20:00 Reception

 - SUNDAY, 17 NOVEMBER 2013 -

 - Monday, 18 NOVEMBER 2013 -

9:30-11:45
I. Between Haskalah and Kabbalah
Chair: Iris Idelson-Shein (Frankfurt)  
Elke Morlok (Mainz/Tubingen)

Blurred Lines: New Examples of the Interaction   
between Science, Philosophy and Kabbalah in the Writings 
of Isaac Satanow

Yossi Chajes (Haifa) 
Critically Traditional: Moshe Kunitz’s RASHBI

Jonatan Meir (Beer Sheva) 
Appropriating Authenticity: The Haskalah in Eastern Europe 
and the Research of Kabbalistic Literature

12:00 Lunch

13:30-15:45
II. The Academic Study of Kabbalah and the 
Invention of Jewish Mysticism
Chair: Yossi Chajes (Haifa) 
George Y. Kohler (Ramat Gan)
David Joel and the Religious Philosophy of the Zohar

Saverio Campanini (Paris) 
“Den Quatsch lesen”: Gershom Scholem’s 
Kabbalistic Library in 1923

Boaz Huss (Beer Sheva) 
The Invention of Jewish Mysticism

15:45 Coffee

16:30-18:45
III. Esoteric versus Academic Readings of 
Kabbalah 
Chair: Boaz Huss (Beer Sheva)

Julie Chajes (Beer Sheva) 
Kabbalah in the Theosophical Society: 
Madame Blavatsky and Monotheism

Wouter Hanegraaff (Amsterdam) 
Arthur Edward Waite’s Kabbalah

Paul Fenton (Paris) 
The Study of Kabbalah in France in the 19th and 
20th Centuries –Academics vs. Occultists

 - TUESDAY, 19 NOVEMBER 2013 -

9:15-11:30
IV. Kabbalah in 19th and Early 20th-
Century European Culture  
Chair: Amir Engel (Frankfurt)  

Katharina Koch (Berlin) 
The Grace of the Dew: A German Translation of the 
Shefa’ tal among F. J. Molitor’s Papers

Cathy Gelbin (Manchester) 
The Golem in the 19th-Century German Literary 
Imagination

Konstantin Burmistrov (Moscow)
Ancient Wisdom under a Cloud of Suspicion: Differing 
Conceptions of Kabbalah in Russian Thought of the 
Late 19th to Early 20th Century 

11:30 Coffee 

12:00-13:30
V. Kabbalah and Jewish National Revival
Chair: Cathy Gelbin (Manchester)

Gerold Necker (Halle-Wittenberg) 
Zionism, Anthroposophy, and “Der Sohar”: Ernst 
Müller’s Approach to Jewish Mysticism

Nicham Ross (Beer Sheva) 
Shifting Attitudes towards Kabbalah, Sabbateanism 
and Hasidism in the Jewish Revival Literature of the 
Early 20th Century

>

In recent decades studies devoted to Kabbalah 
and Jewish Mysticism have undergone a revolu-
tion leading to a lively academic and public 
debate about the most relevant, interesting, 
accurate, and inspiring approach to the study of 
the Kabbalah as well as about the best way to 
adapt/appropriate its ideas and texts into the 
intellectual imagination. As part of this effort, it 
seems essential also to analyze the past and 
revisit those attempts to appropriate and study 
the Kabbalah that disappeared in the wake of the 
almost universal reception of Gershom 
Scholem’s historical-philological paradigm 
that has dominated the field for decades.   

Throughout the 19th and in the early 20th 
century, the Kabbalah was more than a histori-
cal artifact or the subject matter for philo-
logical research. Rather, its symbols, concepts 
and ideas were present in the arts, in literature, in 
the political discourse, and in philosophy. They 
also infiltrated esoteric movements that were 
flourishing at the time, such as the Golden Dawn 
and the Theosophical Society. Apart from that, 
it was studied by historians and philologists 
who advocated quite different approaches and 
were motivated by different agendas than those 
suggested by Scholem. 

This interdisciplinary conference seeks to revisit 
the intellectual conditions Scholem faced when 
he first approached the Kabbalah in the first and 
second decade of the 20th century and to do 
justice to the “other”, often forgotten 
German-Jewish and European-Jewish attempts to 
study and adapt the Kabbalah to contempo-
rary discourse.

- The roads not taken -
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